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Annex B – Extract from the Care Act Statutory Guidance 
 

Whilst the safeguarding duties set out in the Care Act 2014 were not in place at 
the time of this reporting period, elected members may like to be aware of the 
responsibilities that have been set out in the statutory guidance, as follows: 
 
‘14.193. Local authority members need to have a good understanding of the 
range of abuse and neglect issues that can affect adults and of the importance 
of balancing safeguarding with empowerment. Local authority members need to 
understand prevention, proportionate interventions, and the dangers of risk 
adverse practice and the importance of upholding human rights. Some SABs 
include elected members and this is one way of increasing awareness of 
members and ownership at a political level. Others take the view that members 
are more able to hold their officers to account if they have not been party to 
Board decision making, though they should always be aware of the work of the 
SAB. Managers must ensure that members are aware of any critical local 
issues, whether of an individual nature, matters affecting a service or a 
particular part of the community. 
 
14.194. In addition, Local Authority Health Scrutiny Functions, such as the 
Council’s Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee, Health and Wellbeing 
Boards (HWBs) and Community Safety Partnerships can play a valuable role in 
assuring local safeguarding measures, and ensuring that SABs are accountable 
to local communities. Similarly, local Health and Wellbeing Boards provide 
leadership to the local health and wellbeing system; ensure strong partnership 
working between local government and the local NHS; and ensure that the 
needs and views of local communities are represented. HWBs can therefore 
play a key role in assurance and accountability of SABs and local safeguarding 
measures. Equally SABs may on occasion challenge the decisions of HWBs 
from that perspective’. 
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